Social Studies and World Citizenship

of striving to attain. One can scarcely blame intelligent
teachers for preferring the fighting instinct, if courtesy,
sportsmanship and the pky spirit are to be lost in an attempt
to sidetrack tie worst instinct.

Let us be objective and examine the problem in a scientific
way : that is, let us judge by results. In other words, does
the boy who shone at sports and games at school prove to
be therefore a better citizen in kter life ? The answer is
definitely * No '. In fact, it very often proves to be the
reverse. Even at school, those who are good at games often
tend to * look down on * those who are duffers on the field.
Yet the ktter have often risen to most occasions in kter life.
An examination of the school and college careers of a repre-
sentative collection of outstanding citizens (in the professions,
politics, business or what you will) will reveal that only the
minority were outstanding games pkyers and attained their
blues at sport. The absurd belief that training in actual
sport at school and college gives good training for pkying
the game of life has been held too long. Even a man who is
sympathetic to his fellow men is referred to as a < sport *.
To say the least of it, the whole conception is nonsense,
Waterloo was not won on the pkying-fields of Eton, but
at Waterloo, where most of the men were ordinary citizens
who had never had the chance to go to Eton or to indulge in
organized sport and games in their school days.

But this argument does not denude physical education of
its real value. If there were no fighting instinct, then there
would be no need to find a substitute for it.

Physical education has two general aims: (i) The develop-
ment and maintenance of bodily health and vigour. This
aim is the direct one, and belongs exclusively to that erf
physical education. (2) To promote whatever social, moral
and civic values are possible through the activities which
physical education ordinarily involves. This aim is mainly
indirect and incidental, and is common to all subjects taught
in the school curriculum.
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